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Executive Summary

Sunnyside 'Jp

2010 was a pivotal year for Sunnyside Up-CNRC. A $1.3M Tax Increment
Financing Project was completed along with major new additions such as
Mountaineer Place and Beechview Place. The formation of the Sunnyside
Neighborhood Association is a major step in providing residents of Sunny-
side a voice in their neighborhood.

Sunnyside Up-Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization Corporation contin-
ues to adhere to the Sunnyside Up-CNRC Comprehensive Revitalization
Plan of 2004 and have updated the plan through annual retreats and addi-
tional input from interested parties to adjust to changing conditions in the
neighborhood.

We recognize that our success is dependent upon the development of
working relationships with the various stakeholders and other individuals
and organizations that share our interest in revitalizing the Sunnyside
neighborhood. We have worked hard to develop partnerships and allianc-
es to facilitate our efforts and would be remiss not to recognize these indi-
viduals and organizations.

The City of Morgantown and its excellent staff have contributed greatly to
our success. We work regularly with the Planning, Engineering, Code,
Fire, Police, Finance, Solid Waste, Parking and other departments to cre-
ate a safe and functioning neighborhood.

West Virginia University has also been a critical partner in our efforts and
we regularly interact with numerous departments to access important skills
that would be impossible for a non-profit to obtain. Property owners and
students have also been important links in the chain and we have had ex-
cellent participation in creating events and promoting and participating in
programs.

We are looking forward to 2011. The second phase of the TIF Project will
be engineered and a new green space is planned. Major projects such as
Beechview Place will be opened and additional new investment is anticipat-
ed.




Board of Directors

The Sunnyside Up-CNRC Board of Directors is actively engaged in
working to improve the Sunnyside Neighborhood. In addition to
monthly meetings, the Board regularly attends events and neighbor-
hood meetings to support the efforts of volunteers and others working
in the neighborhood. The Board also participates in an annual retreat
to update the Comprehensive Plan.

The Sunnyside Up Board of Directors added a new member in 2010.
Charlie Russell, President of the Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
was designated by the WVU Student Government Association Presi-
dent Chris Lewallen to represent the student interests in the neighbor-
hood.

Board of Directors

Reed Tanner, RJTanner & Associates, Chairman
Jenny Selin, City Council
Dan Boroff, City Manager (Retired)
Jeff Mikorski (Interim City Manager)
Dave Kelly, Kelly Rentals
Pat Robertson, WVU Foundation

Narvel Weese, WVU

Bill Byrne, Mayor (Ex Officio) Non Voting
Charlie Russell, SGA, (Ex Officio) Non Voting
Joe Fisher and Shannon Mundell, WVU



Message from the
Executive Director

2010 was an exciting year for Sunnyside Up-CNRC. We were fortunate to
complete the Tax Increment Financing Project and create a new environ-
ment for the residents along Grant Avenue. We also were able to continue
making improvements in many other areas in Sunnyside.

The opening of Mountaineer Place and the ground breaking of Beechview
Place, LLC were significant events that continues the upward trend in new
projects in Sunnyside. Dozens of other projects are underway in the
neighborhood.

In addition to the large projects, Sunnyside Up is working on dozens of
smaller projects that add value to the quality of life in the neighborhood.

We also recognize the hundreds of volun-
teers, university officials and our partners
in city government for joining forces to

% Thank you and we look forward to an ex-
citing 2011.

James C. Hunt

Executive Director

Sunnyside Up-CNRC
709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 30
Phone-304-629-1302
jimhunt@sunnysideupwv.org




Tax Increment Financing
Project

On June 15, 2010, Morgantown City Council awarded the bid on the Sunny-
side Tax Increment Financing Project to Tony Baiano Construction Company
in the amount of $1.32Million Dollars. Work began immediately and con-
struction was completed in the Fall of 2010.

The Sunnyside Up-CNRC Tax Increment Financing Project was designed to
improve the infrastructure along Grant Avenue and provide a safer environ-
ment for residents. New sidewalks replaced cracked and broken sidewalks.
Two bus stops were constructed to aid in public transportation. New LED
Streetlights were installed to improve overall lighting and save energy. Solar
Powered Trash Compactors were installed to reduce the amount of litter in
the neighborhood.

Residents have embraced the new additions and the neighborhood is notice-
ably cleaner. The benches at the 4th Street Bus Stop and in front of Summit
Hall are being used by residents to relax between classes and while waiting
for the bus.

Dozens of on site meetings were held to address various issues with
the TIF Project. City Engineer Terry Hough and her staff were critical
to the completion of the project.



TIF Contractor

Tony Baiano Construction
Company

The Sunnyside Up-CNRC
Tax Increment Financing
Project was extremely fortu-
nate to work with Tony
Baiano Construction Compa-
ny. Tony Baiano Construc-
tion Company is a respected
contractor who has complet-

bidder for the project and began work in June of 2010.

The contractor was extremely efficient and maintained traffic and pe-
destrian access throughout the project. The work was high quality
and added a consistent look throughout the project area. Change or-
ders were at a minimum and the contractor worked well with the City
of Morgantown and the TIF Project engineer, Mike Neely of Gannett
Fleming.

Tony Baiano (far left) review progress on the Sunnyside TIF Project with
Project Engineer Mike Neely, Terry Hough and Damien Davis.
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Sunnyside Up
Grant Programs

In the picture above, Doug Shephard, the owner of
312 Grant Avenue used the Sunnyside Up Facade
Grant Program to replace the wall in front of his
property. This project was done in coordination
with the Sunnyside TIF Project.

We continue to offer the Sunnyside Up Facade
Grant Program in addition to sidewalk and non-TIF
Infrastructure grants. These grant programs offer
property owners assistance to complete needed ex-
terior improvements to their properties.

The Sunnyside Grant programs have also been
combined with other programs such as the West
Virginia Housing Development Fund loan programs
to gain additional leverage for projects. Another
added value of the grant programs is the contribu-
tion from the property owner to the exterior im-
provement of their properties.

For information on the Sunnyside Grant Programs,
contact Jim Hunt at jimhunt@sunnysideupwv.org.
Program descriptions and applications are available
on the website.



Sunnyside Up
Design Assistance

Sunnyside Up has contracted with The Mills Group of Mor-
gantown to provide design assistance to projects in the
Sunnyside neighborhood. Michael Mills, a licensed archi-
tect, meets with property owners and/or their architects to
discuss future projects and offer design suggestions. He
also discusses the Sunnyside Overlay Districts and insures
that property owners are aware of the requirements of the
Morgantown Planning Department. This proactive approach
helps developers and property owners design projects that
fit the Sunnyside Up Comprehensive Plan.

This service is not intended to offer complete design for indi-
vidual projects, but rather to assist in offering advice and
suggestions for design.

The design sketches on the following pages illustrates the
type of design assistance offered by Sunnyside Up. For
more information on this program, please contact Jim Hunt,
Executive Director.
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Sunnyside Up
Dumpster & Graffiti
Programs

In 2010, Sunnyside Up completed the refurbishment of over
130 dumpsters in the Sunnyside neighborhood. By using
volunteers and workers from Manpower Temporary Ser-
vices, dumpsters were painted with the WVU colors and the
Sunnyside logo was applied. This program has also enlisted
the assistance of numerous property owners to help reduce
the instances of burning and graffiti.

The Morgantown Fire Department and WVU Student Affairs
Department has also worked closely with Sunnyside Up to
focus attention on malicious burning and prosecute the of-
fenders. Sunnyside Up is currently reviewing a plan that will
place cameras in the neighborhood and work with the Fire
Department to monitor the cameras in peak fire periods.

Sunnyside Up placed ads in the DA and Dominion Post to
alert residents to the danger of setting fires and the penalties
associated with arrest and prosecution.
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Right-a-way Cleanup
Program

The Sunnyside neighborhood has many unopened right-a-ways
that serve as passages for residents to access adjoining streets
and alleyways. In many cases these right-a-ways have not been
cut and cleared for many years. They also have become collec-
tors of tires, appliances, and other debris discarded by residents.

Sunnyside Up organized volunteer cleanups and contract labor
to clean these right-a-ways and remove trash and debris. This
program has been well received by residents and property own-
ers alike. Future plans call for installation of steps and gravel
paths to facilitate travel in the Sunnyside neighborhood.

In 2011, we will continue this cleanup and maintenance program
and expand to additional right-a-ways. We will also begin devel-
opment of the Seneca Park Project which will be a large green
area in the northern part of Sunnyside. This project will involve
the development of walking paths, recreation areas and a bas-
ketball court.
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Manpower Cleanup
Work
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Sunnyside Up works with Manpower Temporary Services to pro-
vide labor to address cleaning the public right-a-ways in the
Sunnyside neighborhood. This service has reclaimed hundreds
of feet of sidewalk by removing grass and debris and repairing
sidewalks where necessary.

Manpower workers, Jon White and Max Schultz have worked
with Sunnyside Up throughout 2010. They have also worked
with various volunteer groups to maximize their efforts. It is pro-
jected that this clean up program will equal the production of
walkable sidewalks from that of the TIF Project.

In 2011, we will continue this cleanup and maintenance program
and expand to additional streets. Since this work is dependant
on weather, it is concentrated in the Summer and Fall of the
year.
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New Projects

The Sunnyside neighborhood is the site of sever-
al new projects that promise to remake and revitalize the neighborhood. In
addition to the $30M Beechview Place and Mountaineer Place, several other
large projects promise to reshape the look of the Sunnyside neighborhood.
Grand Central will soon begin construction on new student housing and the
Whetzel Family recently auctioned off 25 parcels in Sunnyside and plans are
already in the works to rehabilitate or redevelop much of this property.
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1st Annual Sunnyside Up
Rental Workshop

The 1st Annual Sunnyside Up Rental Workshop
was coordinated by Rachel Watson, an intern
through the Public Health Program at WVU. The
workshop was designed to bring together the vari-

* ous stakeholders that work within the Sunnyside
“2 neighborhood.

2AAEAT 7AOOI T The wdpidsRop was held at the WVU Alumni As-
sociation and had an excellent turnout of property owners, students, city
officials and WVU officials. The discussions held at the workshop were
productive and provided needed connections for property owners and
others to improve communication.

A post-workshop questionnaire indicated that the participants would like

to see the workshop held on an annual basis during the summer
months.
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International Town-Gown
Association

In 2010, Sunnyside Up joined the International
Town Gown Association. This organization is dedicated to
improving Town Gown relations in cities that host universi-
ties and colleges. In addition to a weekly newsletter and
online resources, the International Town Gown Association
hosts an annual conference.

In July of 2010, Executive Director Jim Hunt attended the

ITGA Annual Conference at lowa State University in Ames,

| owa . Hunt presented a-Thessi or
Sunnyside Up Wayo.

In 2011, Sunnyside Up will continue its association with the
ITGA and is working with the National League of Cities to
expand the offerings of ITGA. The Annual Conference of
ITGA will be in Boulder, Colorado and Sunnyside Up will be
participating at the conference.
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* e e Data Base
Program

In 2010, Sunnyside Up undertook the development of a data-
base of rental properties through the efforts of Neron Thomas,
an intern through the Public Administration Program at WVU.
Neron Thomas is a graduate student at WVU and committed to a
500 hour internship with Sunnyside Up through Neighborworks
of West Virginia.

The goal of the database program is to develop a comprehen-
sive listing of properties in the Sunnyside neighborhood. This
database can be used by residents, property owners and devel-
opers to improve the living conditions in the neighborhood.

In 2010, the database was substantially completed and placed
online at the Sunnyside Up website. The database was used in
October of 2010 to analyze the 25 properties placed for sale by
the Whetzel family. Future plans are for the database to be
linked to a mapping program like Google Maps.
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Gateway Sidewalk
Project

In 2010, the City of Morgantown began replacing the sidewalks
on Beechurst Avenue as part of a Gateway Improvement Pro-
gram. The new sidewalks are crucial to improving the overall
appearance and safety of the Sunnyside neighborhood. As part
of the sidewalk replacement, new historic lighting was installed
to match lighting on the other side of the street.

Sunnyside Up committed to working with Beechurst Avenue
property owners to enhance the appearance of the properties
along the route of the new sidewalks. Property owners have
been very receptive to this assistance and over seventy percent
of the property owners have committed to or completed projects
in 2010.

With the addition of Beechview Place in 2011 and purchases by
WVU, Beechurst Avenue will look significantly better in the future
and provide a welcome gateway to Morgantown.
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Beaumont Glass
Property

Sunnyside Up has been working with the Northern West Virginia
Brownfields Assistance Center to assist in redeveloping the for-
mer Beaumont Glass Factory in the Sunnyside neighborhood.
The former glass factory is located adjacent to the Caperton Rail
Trail and is currently in a state of disrepair with overgrown areas
and graffiti covered out buildings.

Sunnyside Up-CNRC has received two FOCUS WYV grants to
assist in developing a redevelopment plan for this property. The
site consists of over 3 acres of riverfront property. In 2010,
Sunnyside Up received funding to develop a marketing plan to
assist with the redevelopment of the site.

The redevelopment of the former Beaumont Glass property is
critical to the overall redevelopment plan for the Sunnyside
neighborhood. In 2011, Sunnyside Up will work to find a devel-
opment partner to redevelop the Beaumont Site.

¢tKAE OASs 2F GKS . Sldzv2yid Dfl aa
ANRGGK ySEG G2 GKS az2y2y3alfAl

[ 2 YL



ZipCar
Program

Sunnyside Up partnered with the WVU Department
of Transportation and Parking to locate a ZipCar in
the Sunnyside neighborhood. A Toyota Prius hybrid
is located in the WVU Parking Lot at 1st and Grant
Avenue. Cars can be rented for approximately $9.00
an hour. This program has great promise to reduce
the number of cars that are brought to Morgantown
by students at WVU.

Sunnyside Up will work with WVU to increase sign-
ups for the program in 2011.
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2010
Sunshine Award

Each year, Sunnyside Up-CNRC recognizes the contri-
butions of students at West Virginia University by
awarding the Sunshine Award for outstanding service
to improving the Sunnyside neighborhood. This year
honorees are Charlie Russell and Nelson France.

Charlie Russell has worked very
closely with Sunnyside Up for the past
‘ two years. He is an ex officio member
| of the Sunnyside Up Board or Direc-
{tors. He has also played an important
role in the formation of the Sunnyside
Neighborhood Association, serving as
I tos first President.

=g Nelson France has been a loyal volun-
8 teer for Sunnyside Up activities and

il regularly meets with Executive Director
| Jim Hunt to assist with planning and de-
velopment of the Sunnyside neighbor-
hood. France also serves as the WVU
Student Government liaison with the

g City of Morgantown.

Sunnyside Up applauds the efforts of these two out-
standing students and appreciates the efforts of all
those who volunteer to make Sunnyside a great college

neighborhood.
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Media Coverage

Sunnyside Up was in the news in 2010. In addition to the following
articles, Sunnyside Up was featured in numerous video segments
on WBOY-TV, WDTV, WVU-TV and Radio. The WVU Journalism
School regularly covers events in Sunnyside for class projects and
brings added attention to the work of Sunnyside Up.

Executive Director Jim Hunt also worked with Journalism Student,
Devin Crum for an in-depth photojournalism project. Crum followed
Hunt for a week and documented his activities.

Sunnyside Up also maintains a presence on Social Media sites and
the Internet. The Sunnyside Up YouTube Channel is very popular
and currently hosts over a dozen videos of Sunnyside events. The
Sunnyside Up website, located at www.sunnysideupwv.org, con-
tains a great deal of information on programs and activities in the
neighborhood.

We appreciate the efforts of the local media professionals who do a
great job of informing the public on the activities of our organization.




News Articles &
Letters

The following are

articles and letters

about Sunnyside Up

and 1 tos act
2010
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Sunnyside Neighborhood Association
meets for the first time Tuesday night

BY KAMALA GOPALAKRISHNAN
STAFFWRITER

Morgantown'’s newest neigh-
borhood association met for the
first time Tuesday with the goal of
making Sunnyside the first choice
for housing for students at West
Virginia University.

The Sunnyside Neighborhood
Association, formed as a partner-
ship between Sunnyside Up, a re-
vitalization group for the neigh-
borhood, and Morgantown City
Council.

Its goal is to continue improv-
ing the appearance of the neigh-
borhood along with suggesting
new projects and ideas, further-
ing its advancement.

“If we do it right, Sunnyside
will be the first choice to live for
WVU students. There'’s no place
that has the same history,” said
Jim Hunt, director of Sunnyside
Up. “Sunnyside is changing, and
it's changing for the better”

The meeting was held in
WVU'’s Honors Hall Dormitory,
primarily because of its Sunny-
side location.

Currently, the association is
recruiting more student involve-
ment to improve the district, said
Chris Lewallen, chief of staff for
WVU’s Student Government
Association.

“We're trying to be the liai-
son between the people who live
there and City Council, but at the
same time being able to put peer
pressure on other students,” he
said. “So someone from the as-
sociation can go ‘Hey that party
last night was great, but we need
to pick up the garbage now”

With more than 13 people in
attendance, Hunt and Lewallen
were pleased with the turnout.

“This is probably the largest
first-group meeting in all of Mor-
gantown organizations,” Hunt
said.

Many new members asked
questions about Sunnyside in-
cluding future meeting times, lo-
cations and its size, which is 130
acres.

Topics such as the WeCar, vol-
unteer projects and future events
were also discussed.

“(The Neighborhood Associ-

ation) wants to work with stu-
dent groups as a resource that
can support activities,” Hunt said.
“The students need to bring the
activities”

Hunt said Summit Hall will un-
dergo renovations to its exterior
this summer, including new side-
walks and light fixtures.

Parking on Grant Avenue will
also be switched from the right
side of the street to the left side,
Hunt said, so pedestrians won't
have to fear anything before
crossing.

“We have hundreds of volun-
teer opportunities, so just ask if
you'd like to help out,” Lewallen
said.

A Facebook group called “Sun-
nyside Neighborhood Associa-
tion” was formed to inform stu-
dents of upcoming meetings and
events.

“Right now, we have 133 group
members, so I'm happy about
that,” Lewallen said. “It's a unique
way to get students involved since
many are on Facebook.”

danewsrcom@mail wvu.edu




Beechurst Avenue work under way

FRIDAY, MAY 21, 2010 THE DOMINION POST

Bob Gay /The Gominion Post

Harry Dalton, of the Morgantown Public Works Department, uses a power shovel to pick up broken
sections of the old sidewalk along Beechurst Avenue, as a sidewalk replacement project continues
in the area near the Campus Drive intersection Wednesday.

Sidewalk project to take about a year

The Dominkon fFost

Work continues in the
$200,000 project to replace curbs
and sidewalks along Beechurst
Avenue between Campus Drive
and 6th Street,

“The city crew has been work-
ing on it, and we look forward to
having it done,” City Muanager
Dan Boroff said.

Approved hy city council in
November 2009, the project is an
effort to improve the look
of the sidewalks and create a
more inviting entry to Mor-
gantown.

It is hoped the new look will
encourage more businesses to
open along the route.

In addition to new sidewalks
and eurbs, workers ave putting in
decorative lights and hanging
baskets.

The Sunnyside Up Project,
Campus Neighborhoods Revi-
talization Corp., is encouraging
building owners o spruce up
thelr facades to contribute to the
overall improvement of that ares
of Morgantown, although no
buildings along Beechurst have

Barmricades surround an area ready for new concrete, while
workers from the Morgantown Public Works Department and the Mor-
gantown Utility Board remove the old sidewalk.

been, or will be, affected by the
actual construction,

That portion of Beechurst
Avenue falls in the Sunnyside
neighborhood.

Upgrades will continue

through the summer.
Boroll expects the work will
be complete within a year
Borofl said, “hopefully they'll
get to approximately drd Street
this period.”




THE DAILY ATHENAEUM

S ——e——et e ——

WEDNESDAY JUNE 23, 2010

| —Sunnysidé Up :«;p;;i

BY MORGAN MCCORMICK
STAFFWRITER

A West Virginia University
Student Government Associ-
ation governor is now part of
the Board of Directors for the
Sunnyside Up Development
Corporation.

Charlie Russell is now an ex-
officic member on the board
for Sunnyside Up. The group
is a partnership between Mor-
‘gantown and WVU with the
goal of creating and imple-
menting a plan to revitalize the
nelghborhood.

though Russell cannot vote,
he will provide a divect link from
WVU students to Sunnyside Up.
He said this coming fall when
students move in, board mem-

bers will be golng door-to-door
with handouts. These handouts
and members of Sunnyside Up
will help inform residents of
upcoming gl:dm and how to be-
come lnvo X

Jim Hunt, executive director
of Sunnyside Up, said if this year
is successful the next step will be
a full voting position for a stu-
dent, He added when he started
the project there was little stu-.
dent involvement, but it was one
of his goals to include them.

The corporation has already
been active in clean-up efforts
and the construction of new
apartment buildings, and will
continue to revamp the Sunny-
side area this year.

Russell is interested in involv-
ing more students in projects.

“1 hope a student voice will
show that students care and
want to be involved in thelr col-
lege town,” he sald. “We can ad-
dress any concerns students
have, such as unsafe housing
and landlord practices.”

Hunt said Sunnyside Up's’

plans are net just to bulld apait-
ments and clean the area up, but
to change the attitudes of those
who live there. With a restored
and cleaned neighborhood, resi-
dents are more likely to take care
of Sunnyside, Hunt said.

“It’s the little things too, by this
fall we will have every dumpster
in :unnytlde repainted,” Hunt
sai

Tl.wy have also worked to re-
move trash and graffiti from the
neighborhood. Hunt said this

nts student representative

summer is one of the most pro-
ductive periods for the group.
Their major project is the Tax
Increment Financing project,
which will revamp Grant Street
from Campus Drive to Fourth
Street. The $1.7 million proj-
ect includes bullding new side-
walles, putting in new lighting,
and clexntng the area.

Other pro; include putting
in new sidewnlks on Beechurst,
or "The Garteway”" to Sunnyside
and downtown Morgantown,
There will also be improvements
made to the rail trail in the Sun-
nyside area along with a few
dozen “small-but-important”
jobs with landlords and hous-
ing, Hunt said,







