SUNNYSIDE UP
Façade Improvement Grant Program

(Approved by Board of Directors Oct. 10, 2007)

The SunnysideUp-Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization Corporation provides owners of property in the Sunnyside Neighborhood of Morgantown, funds to renovate exterior elements of existing units to improve the overall appearance and safety of these units.

Purpose of Program:
   The purpose of the Façade Improvement Grant Program is to improve the exterior appearance and safety of rental and owner occupied property in the Sunnyside Neighborhood.  

Program Features:
The program provides current owners of property in the Sunnyside Neighborhood the opportunity to:

· Receive a matching grant of up to $3000.00 to improve exterior elements of existing units.
Eligible applicants:
Owners of existing housing units in the Sunnyside Neighborhood of Morgantown.  Owners may be individual, partnerships, corporations or LLC’s.

Eligible projects:   Projects may include, but are not limited to, siding replacement, porch replacement, door replacement, window replacement, painting, installation of gutters, soffit and fascia,  retaining walls, step replacement, etc.  All work will be done in accordance with the City of Morgantown code requirements and evidence of proper building permits will be required.  Applicants are encouraged to design projects to the extent possible in light of design criteria contained in the Sunnyside Overlay District.  If work is completed by the owner, only materials will be eligible for matching grant participation.  No grant funds will be awarded for work completed prior to approval of application to SunnysideUp-Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization Corporation.  
Available funds:   The availability of funds for the Façade Improvement Grant Program are available on a first come, first served basis and are limited by an annual allocation of the Board of Directors of the SunnysideUp-Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization Corporation.  Applications not funded in any given year will roll over to the next year.

Application Process:   
The Executive Director of SunnysideUp-CNRC has the initial contact with the property owner and explains the program.  The Executive Director conducts an initial site visit, accompanied by the owner and/or their representative to review the repairs, replacements and improvements needed on the rental property and takes photographs.

The Applicant is required to submit the following completed documents:

1. Completed Application Form

2. Copy of the last recorded Property Deed insuring proof of ownership

3. Work write up describing all planned improvements

The Executive Director of SunnysideUp-CNRC will review application; deed and work write up and forward grant application to the SunnysideUP-CNRC Board of Directors to determine if property meets criteria for grant.  A letter of commitment will be issued and work can commence.  This process will be completed within two weeks.
*Explanation of Work Write Up-Applicants should keep in mind that the purpose of the Façade Improvement Grant Program is to improve the overall safety and appearance of the property.  The application will be judged on the overall improvement and not on single items.  For example:  A property with deteriorated siding and gutter would not be approved for new windows, without addressing the other appearance and safety items.  The approval will be solely based on the judgment of SunnysideUp-CNRC.
Grant Award:
1. The improvements have been completed.
2. The Owner provides evidence of code compliance from the City of Morgantown Code Enforcement office.
3. A final site visit by the Executive Director of SunnysideUp-CNRC and approval of work.
4. The Owner provides the receipts and invoices of the improvements made to the Executive Director of SunnysideUp-CNRC.
5. Request for grant funds is made and check is disbursed.  
To submit an application or for more information, please contact:
James C. Hunt, Executive Director

SunnysideUp-Campus Neighborhoods Revitailization Corporation

709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 30

Morgantown, WV  26505

Phone:  304-629-1302

E-mail:  thehuntgroup@msn.com
