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  The cover picture is an original drawing by Mr. Jeff Moores, a WVU Graduate who is 

working with Sunnyside Up to design a limited edition poster for sale as a fund raiser.  
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March 31, 2009 

 

 

To Whom It May Concern, 

 

It is with a great deal of pride and appreciation that I present to you the 2008 Annual 

Report/2009 Goals and Objectives for Sunnyside Up-Campus Neighborhoods 

Revitalization Corporation.  This is an exciting time to be involved in the Morgantown 

community and the Sunnyside neighborhood is moving in a direction that will strengthen 

and improve the overall economy and quality of life.  We have engaged the community 

and our volunteer participation is increasing on an annual basis.  The approval of our Tax 

Increment Financing Project will inject needed capital into the neighborhood and begin 

the process of upgrading and improving the infrastructure to handle the increased growth. 

 

Despite a declining national economy, Sunnyside is prospering and new developments 

are under construction and more are being planned.  With a trend towards walkable 

communities and a fear that increased costs of vehicle ownership will impact students, 

Sunnyside has the location that is preferable and logical.  Improved sidewalks and 

recreational parks will enable the Sunnyside neighborhood to attract students looking for 

a safe and affordable choice in residence.  The new WVU Honorôs Dormitory will inject 

new life and an increased market for retailers looking to tap into the student market. 

 

 The Board of Directors of Sunnyside Up-CNRC is committed to improving the quality 

of life and embracing the concept of ñCOMMUNIVERSITYò.   Our emphasis on student 

citizenship is bringing a new found responsibility to the residents of Sunnyside.  It is not 

uncommon to see various student groups cleaning a vacant lot or promoting a recycling 

campaign.  We intend to increase our efforts to engage the residents of Sunnyside to look 

outside the borders of the university and become a contributing member of the 

Morgantown community. 

 

This work cannot be completed without a solid commitment from the City of 

Morgantown and West Virginia University.  We appreciate the continuing financial 

support from our founding partners and pledge to make the Sunnyside neighborhood an 

example of partnership, leadership and financial stewardship. 

 

I appreciate the spirit of cooperation and the dedicated efforts of all involved. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

James C. Hunt, Executive Director  
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Sunnyside Up-CNRC 

2008 Report of Activities/Goals and Objectives for 2009 

Sunnyside Up-Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization Corporation is 
pleased to present this Report of Activities and Goals and Objectives to 
the City of Morgantown and West Virginia University.  In 2008, the Tax 
Increment Financing District was established and will begin the process 
of improving the public infrastructure in the Sunnyside neighborhood.  
In addition, the WVU Student Government Association, led by Student 
Body President Jason Parsons, committed over $100,000 of donated 
student assistance in the 2008-2009 School year.  Sunnyside Up-CNRC 
appreciates the guidance and support of the City of Morgantown and 
West Virginia University as we continue this exciting venture to remake 
the Sunnyside neighborhood into a vibrant and safe student 
neighborhood that adds value to the city and university 
 

 

Our Team______________________________________________ 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Reed J. Tanner, Chairman of the Board of Directors 

 

Bill Byrne, Vice-Chairman of the Board of Directors 

 

Dorothy Dotson, Treasurer of the Board of Directors 

 

Narvel Weese, Secretary of the Board of Directors 

 

Dan Boroff, Member of the Board of Directors 

 

Dave Kelly, Member of the Board of Directors 

 

James C. Hunt, Executive Director 
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Organization__________________________________________ 
 
Sunnyside Up-Campus Neighborhoods Revitalization Corporation is a 501 

(c) 3 organization of the Internal Revenue Code dedicated to the 

revitalization of the Sunnyside neighborhood in Morgantown, West 

Virginia.  It is governed by a Board of Directors that meets monthly on the 

2
nd

 Wednesday of the month at 709 Beechurst Avenue, Suite 30, 

Morgantown, WV.  Meetings are at 8:00AM and are open to the public. 

 

 

2008 Activities_________________________________________ 
 

 

¶ Tax Increment Financing Project-Sunnyside Up undertook a Tax 

Increment Financing Project to provide funding for needed 

infrastructure projects in the Sunnyside neighborhood.  Request for 

Qualifications were solicited and a review committee interviewed 

responding firms and selected a firm to provide engineering services 

in connection with the TIF application.  The TIF application was 

prepared with the assistance of Brian Helmick of Spilman, Thomas & 

Battle and The RBA Group/Gannett Fleming team.  Meetings were 

held to determine the parameters of the overall TIF plan and 

stakeholders were interviewed to determine the best approach for 

infrastructure improvements.  The TIF Boundary was prepared and 

presented to the Morgantown City Council.  A Public Hearing was 

held on September 16, 2008 and minor modifications were made to 

remove portions of Wiles Hill from the Proposed TIF District.   The 

TIF District and Project were approved by the City of Morgantown 

and sent to the West Virginia Development Office for review and 

approval.  Numerous meetings were held with Secretary Kelly Goes 

and the TIF project was approved and sent back for final approval by 

the Morgantown City Council.  On December 16, 2008, the Tax 

Increment Financing District and Project were approved by the 

Morgantown City Council.  In 2009, we plan to investigate timing of a 

potential bond sale and prepare to begin our TIF Project. 
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¶ Sunnyside Up Façade Grant Program-Sunnyside Up created a 

program to assist property owners in improving the exterior 

appearance of their properties.  The program consists of a matching 

grant of up to $3000 and covers exterior improvements such as siding, 

landscaping, window replacement, porch replacement and concrete 

work.  Fourteen property owners have utilized the program and have 

spent approximately $2 for every $1 dollar invested by Sunnyside Up.  

In all, $128,517.85 dollars of improvements were made to properties 

in Sunnyside, with Sunnyside Up providing grants of $40,233.00.   

 

Before and After Pictures of 420 Grant Avenue 

 
 

 
 


